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A captivating look at Coney Island and its iconic place in the history of American artCalled
“America’s playground,” Coney Island is a world-famous resort and national cultural symbol that
has inspired music, literature, and films. This groundbreaking book is the first to look at the site’s
enduring status as inspiration for artists throughout the ages, from its inception as an elite
seaside resort in the mid-19th century, to its evolution into an entertainment mecca for the
masses, with the eventual closing of its iconic amusement park, Astroland, in 2008 after
decades of urban decline. How artists chose to portray Coney Island between 1861 and 2008—
in tableaux of wonder and menace, hope and despair, dreams and nightmares—mirrored the
aspirations and disappointments of the era. This dazzling catalogue highlights more than 200
images from Coney Island’s history, including paintings, drawings, photographs, prints, posters,
film stills, architectural artifacts, and carousel animals. An extraordinary array of artists is
represented, from George Bellows, William Merritt Chase, Reginald Marsh, and Joseph Stella to
Diane Arbus, Jean-Michel Basquiat, Robert Frank, Red Grooms, Weegee, and Swoon. Essays
by prominent scholars analyze Coney Island through its imagery and ephemera as both a place
and an idea—one that reflected the collective soul of the nation. Published in association with
the Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of ArtExhibition Schedule:Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of
Art(01/31/15–05/31/15)San Diego Museum of Art(07/11/15–10/13/15)Brooklyn
Museum(11/20/15–03/13/16)McNay Art Museum, San Antonio(05/11/16–09/11/16)

"[Coney Island] memories are occasioned by the publication of a dazzling, dizzying new book/
exhibition catalog Coney Island: Visions of an American Dreamland, 1861-2008."—Peter
Stamelman, Brooklyn Daily Eagle"As befits a dreamland, the exhibit—curated by Robin Jaffee
Frank, who also wrote much of the show’s excellent, richly illustrated catalogue—is a mix of
artifacts and artworks and a trove of suggestive juxtapositions."—The New York Review of
Books"Students of both social history and American art history will be richly rewarded by this
book, which is a valuable resource for anyone interested in American visual culture."—
Christopher C. Oliver, Panorama Journal of the Association of Historians of American ArtWinner
in the 2015-2016 New York City Book Awards sponsored by the New York Society Library"This
book looks at Coney Island’s enduring status as inspiration for artists over many years, from its
inception as an elite seaside resort in the mid-19th century, to its evolution into an entertainment
mecca for the masses, with the eventual closing of Astroland, in 2008, after decades of urban
decline."—Annie Coreno, Publishers WeeklyBook DescriptionThis captivating volume looks at
Coney Island and its iconic place in the history of American art.About the AuthorRobin Jaffee
Frank is chief curator and Krieble Curator of American Paintings and Sculpture, Wadsworth
Atheneum Museum of Art. Read more
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This is a sample. The number of pages displayed is limited. This is a sample. The number of
pages displayed is limited.            Pages 23 - 276 are not included in this sample.       

Amusing the Million: Coney Island at the Turn of the Century (American Century) The Lost Tribe
of Coney Island: Headhunters, Luna Park, and the Man Who Pulled Off the Spectacle of the
Century
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LSuth, “Wonderful seller and great book. Order the book for my mother's 98th birthday. She lived
on Coney Island as a child. She has called me twice to tell me how much she lives the book. She
did say the print was a bit small for her but the photos brought back many great memories for
her.”

Marge, “Nice item. I ordered this book for myself. I'm originally from Brooklyn and my family
spent many a Saturdays there through the years. Although the book is nice, it's not what I
expected. I was looking forward to lots of photos of the rides and boardwalk sights, as well as
the beach. I was not expecting such a large amount of writing, although I realize it is about the
history. Although personally I wasn't very happy with it, the book is still nice and makes a great
"coffee table" book.”

Moonrabbit, “GreatBook! Makes me wish I’d been there then…. I bought this as a gift for my son.
He loved it and I’ve been enjoying it, too! Beautiful photos of a once fantastic place!”

A voracious reader, “A wonderful book!. I own a few other books about Coney Island, but this
one is by far the best. It has a huge selection of terrific old photos & artwork (including some
great ephemera), and the written information is incredibly informative & interesting. Also, the
details and clarity of the printing are really good.The exhibit connected with this book will be
shown at the following museums:The Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art in Hartford (through
May 31)The San Diego Museum of Art (July 11-October 13)The Brooklyn Museum of Art
(November 20 through March 13, 2016)The McNay Art Museum in San Antonio (May 11-
September 11, 2016)”

G, “Great Stuff!. Saw this Exhibit in San Diego 4 times over the summer and it held my interest
all the way through each time. There is a lot of different stuff, and it definitely captured a vibe--
both the Exhibit and this book. I never went to Coney Island, but now I feel like I understand
some of what is was about.”

Corie, “Fantastic history of one of my favorite places growing up. Fantastic history of one of my
favorite places growing up. A beautiful book, filled with paintings and photos and an in-depth
look at Coney Island from the mid 19th century to it's current status as a location for expensive
condos and a boardwalk being replaced by cement (all good things come to an end - happily,
the original Nathan's is still there - along with the cyclone and the wonder wheel).”

Wil Grant, “I feel like a kid. Great”

ask me, “rare old photos abound. great old phptps”



The book by Stewart M. Green has a rating of  5 out of 4.4. 50 people have provided feedback.
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